Thank you for your willingness to inform the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) of the critical role MSMA plays in responsible and effective weed management programs.  An overview of the type of information you should include in your submission to EPA is provided below.  In addition to sending your submission to the MSMA Product Manager, we ask that you provide a copy of your letter to the Organic Arsenical Products Task Force (via e-mail to info@oaptf.com) so we can track the response received by EPA.  
A letter should cover the following topics:

· Purpose of the letter;

· How MSMA is used; 

· Why weed control is needed;
· Why MSMA specifically is needed; and
· What EPA should do.
Below is an example letter that could be used. Feel free to borrow concepts, ideas, or text for your facility’s individualized submission.

Example:

[INSERT DATE]

Via [INSERT METHOD – E-MAIL? FEDEX? MAIL?]
MSMA Product Manager

Pesticide Re-Evaluation Division (7508P)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20460

Re:
MSMA Registration Status
MSMA Product Manager:

I am writing to express my concern over the possible loss of MSMA as a tool for vegetation management programs for golf courses.  Effective vegetation management on golf courses is essential to the economic viability of our industry and of the collateral industries that benefit from the growing attraction of golf courses.  Golf courses are critical tourism draws and they serve to increase the property values of nearby and adjacent residential and commercial properties.  As such, they are significant drivers of local and state tax revenues.  Inadequately maintained courses will quickly lose their attractiveness and, ultimately, their economic viability. 

Southeastern states like ours are finding control of invasive weeds, such as dallisgrass, increasingly difficult.  There are no viable alternatives to MSMA for control of dallisgrass in bermudagrass golf course environments.  The current suggested alternative products for MSMA, such as glyphosate (marketed in the late 1970’s) and certain sulfonyl urea products (marketed in the early 1980’s), have been on the market for 10 to 20 fewer years than MSMA and already there is resistance to these products developing in invasive weeds.  The loss of an alternative mode of action such as MSMA will only accelerate resistance development.

Any potential impact on the environment from the use of MSMA on golf courses has already been mitigated by the restriction to spot treatment on existing courses.  We urge the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency to permit the permanent use of MSMA on golf courses, particularly in Southeastern states.

Sincerely,
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